no                         MADAME CURIE
nearer to the schools, as it had become necessary for several
reasons, above all for the present quarter. The plan is now
realised: I am writing to you, in fact, from my new lodging, 3 Rue
Flatters. It is a little room, very suitable, and also very cheap.
In a quarter of an hour I can be in the chemistry laboratory,
in twenty minutes at the Sorbonnc. Naturally, without the
Dluskis' help I should never have been able to arrange things
like this,
I am working a thousand times as hard as at the beginning of
my stay: in the Rue d'Aliemagne my little brother-in-law had
the habit of disturbing me endlessly. lie absolutely could not
endure having me do anything but engage in agreeable chatter
with him when I was at home, I had to declare war on him on
this subject* After a few clays Bronya and he began to feel badly
about me, and they came to see me* We drank tea, bachelor
fashion, and then we went downstair to nee the S*H, who also
live here.
Is your wife taking care of Father, as she promised me? Let
her take care, just the same, not to cut me out altogether at
home! Father is beginning to speak of her a little too tenderly,
and I am afraid that he will bo forgetting me soon* * * .
Marie was not the only student who lived on a hundred francs
a month in the Latin Qjiarter; most of her Polish comrades
were as poor as she was* Some lived by threes or fours in the
same lodging and took their meals together; others, who lived
alone, devoted several hours a day to housekeeping, cooking
and sewing, and by sheer ingenuity ate as much as they wanted,
shod and clothed themselves in greater or lesser elegance* This
was the method adopted earlier by Bronya, whose talents as a
prize cook had been celebrated among her comrades*
Marie disdained to follow such wise examples: she was too
fond of her tranquillity to share her lodging with a friend or
two and too haunted by worfe to bother about her own comfort
Even if she had wished to do so, for that matter, she would
have been incapable of it; the girl who had been a governess
in strange families at seventeen,, giving seven or eight hours of